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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

 

A development application (DA-308/2011) has been lodged with Wyong Shire Council at  

35-41 Wilfred Barrett Drive, The Entrance North for the construction of residential flat building 

containing a total of 43 units with car parking for 57 vehicles. The development application has been 

lodged under Division 1 ‘In-fill affordable housing’ of State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable 

Rental Housing) 2009 (AH SEPP).  

 

It is understood that a Social Impact Assessment (SIA) prepared by Planning Direction Pty Ltd 

(undated) was submitted to Wyong Shire Council as part of the development application package for 

the proposed development. However, Wyong Shire Council in their letter dated 26 October 2011 has 

requested a revised SIA be prepared and submitted for assessment which also covers the following 

identified additional items: 

  
1. A detailed assessment by a qualified social planner 

 

2. A thorough analysis of the demographic characteristics of The North Entrance local area based 

on the latest ABS data and Housing NSW data to gain an understanding of the existing 

demographic profile of this community and to provide baseline information for the SIA in 

relation to:  

 

- Population growth and projections  

- Profile of the future population  

- Age structure  

- Family and household structure  

- Education, employment and labour force  

- Income  

- Transport  

 

3. Research of the existing level of social infrastructure in the locality in terms of the availability, 

access to, and capacity of existing services and facilities in the local area (e.g. shops, banks, 

other retail and commercial, employments, schools, public transport, medical, community 

nursing, personal care, leisure and recreation).  

 

4. Analysis of local public transport service provision, including analysis and description of 

transport data and local service provisions, i.e. local bus stops, bus routes and frequency of 

services.   

 
5. Prepare a Community Engagement Plan detailing the type and scope of methods to be 

undertaken. Utilise outcomes of the community consultation process to suggest improvements 

to the proposal as well as the opportunity to address potential problems through mitigation 

measures.  

 



35-41 WILFRED BARRETT DRIVE, THE ENTRANCE NORTH JANUARY 2012 

 

Creative Planning Solutions Pty Limited |Social Impact Assessment 6 

 

6. A detailed analysis of the Social Impacts and Benefits of the proposed development including 

(but not limited to):  

 

- Population change  

- Community structure (neighbourhood character, community cohesion and identity and 

amenity)  

- Crime and public safety  

- Risk perception in the community  

- Impact of development on the local housing market and property values from a social 

perspective  

- Interaction/integration of the proposed development with the existing community  

- Interaction/integration within the proposed development  

- Access to services, facilities and employment  

- Traffic congestion and flow  

- Public access to foreshore  

 

7. Address Council’s identified comments in relation to the previously submitted SIA with the 

development application as detailed on page 3 of Council’s letter 26 October 2011 (Refer 

Appendix 1). 

 

1.2 Purpose of the Social Impact Assessment 

Social Impact Assessment (SIA) refers to the assessment of the social consequences of a proposed 

decision or action (development proposals, plans, policies, and projects) namely the impacts on 

affected groups of people and on their way of life, life chances, health, culture, and capacity to 

sustain these. 

 

The Social Impact Assessment prepared for the subject development application will provide Council 

and the applicant with information that includes: 

 Pre-change demographics of the suburb that the development is located in;  

 Description of the likely profile of residents and workers affected by the proposal;  

 Description of the scope of proposed changes – identification of the types of social changes 

that may occur including positive and negative, long and short term, passing and 

accumulating changes;  

 Identification of the probable impacts of change, including impacts likely to affect minority 

groups, marginalised groups, different age, income and cultural groups and future 

generations;  

 Feedback from stakeholders and residents gathered through consultation;  

 Assessment of potential demand for community facilities and services from the expected 

new community and how this will impact on access by the existing community;  

 Plans and strategies for monitoring and mitigating the impacts of the proposed development 

if it proceeds; and 
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 A social impact statement– summarising and evaluating the research on the impacts of the 

proposal, including how any negative impacts might be managed and mitigated and any 

positive impacts enhanced. 

 

1.3 Preparation of the Social Impact Assessment 

The SIA is based on the following: 

- Review of DA documentation lodged with Wyong Shire Council for development application 

DA-308/2011; 

- Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, as amended; 

- State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009;  

- Two (2) site/locality/LGA inspections; 

- Community consultation meetings, submissions and discussions with stakeholders; 

- Various media sources from local newspapers, websites etc. (refer Appendix X) 

- Review of community consultation submissions from DA notification; 

- Wyong Shire Council’s Additional Information letter dated 26 October 2011;  

- Wyong Shire Council’s Promoting Choice: A Local Housing Strategy for Wyong Shire dated 

January 2008; 

- Wyong Shire Council’s The Entrance Peninsula Strategy dated March 2009; 

- Sydney Buses transport data; 

- 2001, 2006 and 2010 ABS Census data; 

- Housing NSW data; 

- NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research data for Wyong Shire Council. 

 

1.4 CPS Qualification for Project 

Creative Planning Solutions Pty Limited (CPS) is a Corporate Member of the Planning Institute of 

Australia (PIA) and listed under PIA’s consultant planners group as specialists in the provision of 

social planning services. 
 

The authors of this report include two Senior Town Planners, being Daniel Govers and Ben Tesoriero, 

who are also Directors of Creative Planning Solutions Pty Limited (CPS). These two Senior Planners 

have extensive experience in all facets of Town Planning; however have a clear focus on social 

planning and the delivery affordable, social and special needs residential development projects.   
 

Daniel Govers is qualified with Honours from the Bachelor of Planning degree at University of New 

South Wales (UNSW), has earned Certified Practicing Planner (CPP) status from the Planning 

Institute of Australia and has extensive experience in the delivery of affordable, social, and special 

needs housing projects which have included Social Impact Assessments through occupying such 

roles as Manager of Planning Services at Housing NSW, Director of Resource Planning at Housing 

NSW (Central Sydney Division), and Acting Manager Development and Compliance at the 

Department of Human Services - Ageing, Disability & Home Care. 
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Ben Tesoriero also completed a Bachelor of Planning from the University of New South Wales and 

has a broad experience in the delivery of local and state government projects. Ben has occupied such 

roles as Senior Planner and Manager of Planning Services for Housing NSW. Ben was actively 

involved in the establishment of EIA templates for various government agencies as part of the 

Nation Building Economic Stimulus Plan as well and various precinct studies for Housing NSW. 

CPS brings together over 20 years experience in town planning which has involved the use and 

application of the following planning skills: 
 

 Social Impact Assessment for various affordable, social and special needs housing projects; 

 Preparation, review and assessment of Environmental Impact Assessments under Part 5 of the 

EP&A Act; 

 Preparation, lodgement and management of over 500 development assessments and approvals 

under Part 4 of the EP&A Act 1979 across metropolitan Sydney and regional New South Wales; 

 Preparation and management of rezoning applications to Council; 

 Strategic planning projects such as Community Renewal of housing estates 

 Master Planning advice and management; 

 Urban Design advice; 

 Planning reports and advice (site specific, precinct and LGA wide); 

 Statutory planning advice and interpretation of new legislation; 

 Development of policy for Housing NSW and ADHC; 

 Critical analysis of existing and proposed policies (urban planning and social housing); and 

 Demographic analysis and preparation of social plans. 
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2.0 Site Analysis 

2.1 Site location and context 

The subject site is located at 35-41 Wilfred Barrett Drive, The Entrance North being a coastal suburb 

of the Central Coast region. The subject site is located 2.2km north-east of The Entrance Town 

Centre, immediately east of Budgewoi Lake and 100m west from the eastern coastline. The subject 

site is located within the Wyong local government area. 

 

 
Figure 1 – Location Map – 35-41 Wilfred Barrett Drive, The Entrance North 

Source: http://maps.google.com.au 

 

2.2 Site description 

The subject site consists of two freehold lots with a site area of approximately 6,266.5m². The 

subject site has a single frontage to Wilfred Barrett Drive of approximately 63.375m. 

 

The site is legally described as Lot 1 in DP 862588 and Lot 76 in DP 227174. 

 

The subject site comprises a dwelling house, detached garage and associated structures. The 

remainder of the site is largely vacant aside from several Norfolk Island pines located on the western 

boundary at the interface with the public open space area adjacent to the Tuggerah/Budgewoi Lake. 
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Figure 2 – Aerial Photograph – 35-41 Wilfred Barrett Drive, The Entrance North 
Source: http://maps.google.com.au 

 

 

Figure 2 – Site Photograph – 35-41 Wilfred Barrett Drive, The Entrance North 
Source: http://maps.google.com.au 
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2.3 Surrounding Development 

As indicated the Statement of Environmental Effects lodged as part of DA-308/2011, located to the 

north of the subject site is the residential estate of Terilbah Place. Two substantial two storey 

dwellings occupy the immediately adjoining northern properties. 

 

To the south is the “Two Shores Tourist Park” and to the west is the public open space corridor and 

Tuggerah/Budgewoi Lake.  

 

Residential housing typically of two storey construction is located to the east of the subject site on 

the opposite side of Wilfred Barrett Drive. 

 

2.4 Proposed development 

It is understood DA-308/2011 (as amended) includes the construction of two residential flat building 

containing a total of forty-three (43) units with car parking for fifty-seven (57) vehicles pursuant to 

Division 1 of State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 (ARHSEPP), 

historical version for date lodged with Wyong Shire Council on 12 April 2011. 

 

Pursuant to ARHSEPP (as amended), 50% of the gross floor areas within the proposed development 

will be used for affordable housing. It is understood that all accommodation that is used for 

affordable housing will be managed by a community housing provider, which at this stage has been 

nominated as Pacific Link Community Housing Limited (ABN: 82 074 394 648), a registered 

community housing provider. 
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3.0 Demographic Analysis  

A detailed analysis of the demographic characteristics of The Entrance - North Entrance area and for 

the Wyong LGA as a whole is considered to ascertain the existing demographic profile of The 

Entrance - North Entrance community and to provide baseline information for the SIA.  Data has 

been sourced from Wyong Shire Council’s website, the ABS 2001 and 2006 Census, Housing NSW 

data, recent articles from the Central Coast Express Advocate newspaper and discussions held with 

local Community Housing Providers (CHP’s).  

 

This investigation evaluates demographic data for The Entrance - North Entrance area in comparison 

to the Wyong Shire and identifies demographic trends and changes by comparing data between 

2001 and 2006.  

 

Using ABS derived data, “The Entrance - North Entrance area” encapsulates the area bounded by the 

northern boundary of Wyrrabalong National Park in the north, the Tasman Sea in the east, Boondilla 

Road, Warrigal Street, Boomerang Road and Norfolk Street in the south and Tuggerah/Budgewoi 

Lake in the west. The Entrance - North Entrance area includes the locality of Magenta in which the 

subject site is located. The area is described as a residential, resort and national park area, with 

substantial commercial areas along The Entrance Road.  

 

Figure 3 - Locality Map of The Entrance-North Entrance area 
Source: www.wyong.nsw.gov.au  
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  Figure 2 - Site Map of The Entrance-North Entrance area 

Source: www.wyong.nsw.gov.au  

 

4.1 Population, Growth and Projections 
 

Housing NSW data indicates that the Wyong LGA had a population of 139,801 (up 6.8% from 

130,854 in 2001), indicating that the Central Coast housing market as a region has a growing 

population with high housing demand. 

 

However, based on ABS data, recent population growth for The Entrance - North Entrance area is 

slow. The current resident population for The Entrance - North Entrance local area in 2006 was 3,826 

people. In 2001, the population was 3,748 people, so the area’s population only increased by 77 

people. The specific age structure of the area may need to be taken into account in terms of 

population growth (see Age Structure below).  

 

 

 Table 1 - Resident Population, The Entrance-North Entrance local area 
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In terms of population projections, Council’s population forecast can be considered by reviewing 

data for The Entrance Social Planning District (SPD). The Entrance SPD includes the suburbs/localities 

of Bateau Bay, Blue Bay, Long Jetty, Magenta, Shelly Beach, The Entrance, The Entrance North and 

Toowoon Bay. 

 

The table below indicates the population estimates for Wyong Shire and The Entrance SPD from 

2006, at 5 year intervals, until 2031.  

 

By 2031, the population of the Wyong Shire will be 200,015, an increase of 57,329 persons (40.18%) 

from 2006. This represents an average annual growth rate of 1.36%. The estimated population of 

The Entrance SPD by 2031 will be 34,228 persons, an increase of 10,457 (43.99%) from 2006. This 

represents an average annual growth rate of 1.47%, higher than the average growth rate of the 

Wyong Shire that is the third highest growth rate compared to the other Social Planning District 

areas. 

 

 

 
 

The graph above illustrates the forecast population change from 2007 to 2031, highlighting that the 

population of The Entrance SPD will continue to grow considerably from 2011 until 2017. Population 
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growth is then anticipated to decrease in 2018 to approximately 325 persons for several years until 

increasing again in 2023 to just over 400 people until 2031.     

 

The tables below indicate the change in population and the average annual change as a percentage 

at each 5 year interval for The Entrance SPD. 

   

 

 

The data identifies that the greatest change in population for The Entrance SPD will occur from 2006 

to 2011, and will remain high between 2011 to 2016, but then will generally gradually reduce until 

2031. 

 

Accordingly, the population of The Entrance – North Entrance local area has only increased at a 

minor rate between 2001 and 2006 (77 persons). However, The Entrance Social Planning District is 

the third highest SPD in terms of population growth within the Wyong LGA, higher than the average 

growth rate of the Wyong Shire, indicating strong population growth in the next 20 years, 

particularly the next 6 years.  

 

4.2 Profile of the future population 
 

Using ABS and Council data made available on Council’s website, the profile of the future population 

can be considered by reviewing population characteristics, age structure, migration data and 

household types.  

 

4.2.1 Age Structure 

 

In 2006, the most populous age group in The Entrance SPD was 35 to 49 year olds, with 4,418 

persons or 18.6%.  

 

In 2021, the most populous forecast age group will continue to be 35 to 49 year olds with 17.2%, 

followed by the 60 to 69 year olds, who are forecast to have the largest proportional increase 

(relative to its population size) by 2021 at 14.2%, followed by the 70 to 84 year olds (13.7%) and 

then the 50 to 59 year olds (13.4%).  

 

By 2031, again the most populous forecast age group will continue to be 35 to 49 year olds, followed 

by the 70 to 84 year olds (15.4%) and then the 60 to 69 year olds (14.3%).  
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The forecast age structure of the future population shows that the most populous forecast age 

group will continue to be 35 to 49 year olds however there is an increasingly ageing population.   

 

 
 

 

Forecast migration data identifies that The Entrance SPD would see the attraction of two distinct 

markets, being mainly large numbers of early retirees/retirees (55-65 years) and also the 15-19 age 

group. 
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This forecast migration data would have significant implications for the type of housing demand in 

the future.  

 

4.2.2 Household Type 

 

In 2006, the dominant household type in The Entrance SPD was lone person households, which 

accounted for 31.3% of all households, followed by couples without dependents (28.3%) and then 

couple families with dependents (22.2%).  

 

In 2021, the dominant household type will continue to be lone person households (34.6%), followed 

by couples without dependents (28.1%) and then couple families with dependents (19.3%). 

 

By 2031, again the dominant household type will continue to be lone person households (36.9%), 

followed by couples without dependents (27.7%) and then couple families with dependents (17.7%). 

  

The forecast household type of the future population shows that the dominant household type will 

continue to be lone person households from 2006 to 2031 and at an increasing rate, followed by 

couples without dependents and then one parent families.   
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This household type data would also result in considerable implications for the type of housing 

demand in the future.  

 

4.3 Age Structure  
 

The age structure of the population is an indicator of an area’s residential role and function and how 

it is likely to change in the future. The age structure of a population provides key insights into the 

level of demand for services and facilities as most services and facilities are age-specific. The 

following data identifies the age structure for The Entrance – North Entrance local area compared to 

the Wyong Shire in 2001 and 2006.  

 

 
 

 

From 2001 to 2006, the changes in population across age groups fluctuated. There was an increase 

in 0 to 11 year and 18-49 age groups, with the largest changes in age structure in the 25 to 34 (+ 61 

persons) and 35 to 49 (+ 71 persons) age groups. However, there was a decrease in the 12-17 and 50 

and over age groups.  This data demonstrates that The Entrance – North Entrance local area is 
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growing the most in the middle age groups and would consist of people that are entering or in the 

work force or younger single professionals.   

 

Although the age structure is generally consistent with the Wyong Shire, the major differences are 

that there was a smaller proportion of people in the younger age groups but a larger proportion of 

people in the older age groups, in particular, the 60-69 and 70-84 age bracket. Overall, 18.5% of the 

population was aged between 0 and 17, and 30.0% were aged 60 years and over, compared with 

25.6% and 23.5% respectively for Wyong Shire. 

 

 

 

4.4 Family and household structure 
 

4.4.1 What type of households and families do we live in? 

 

The family and household structure of the population is an indicator of an area’s residential role and 

function and provides key insights into the area’s era of settlement & level of demand for services 

and facilities.  

 

Between 2001 and 2006, analysis of the family types shows there was a decrease in the number of 

couples with children, in particular couples with child(ren) 15 years and over and a decrease in one 

parent families with child(ren) under 15. However, there was an increase in one parent families with 

child(ren) over 15, couples without child(ren) and other families, which includes a single person 

living alone.  
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Comparing household types between 2001 and 2006 shows a increase in lone person households, 

but decreases in family and group households.  
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Analysis of the family types in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 compared to Wyong Shire 

shows that there was a much smaller proportion of couples with child(ren) but a larger proportion of 

one-parent families and couples without children.  

 

This is reflected when comparing household types between The Entrance - North Entrance area and 

Wyong Shire in 2006 as the data reveals a smaller proportion of family households, but a larger 

proportion of lone person households. Family households accounted for 49.1% of total households 

in The Entrance - North Entrance area while lone person households comprised 38.7%, compared to 

69.4% and 25.2% respectively for Wyong Shire. 

 

 
 

Accordingly, the data reveals that there would be an increasing demand for one and two-bedroom 

dwellings in The Entrance - North Entrance area based on the changes in family types and household 

types within The Entrance - North Entrance area between 2001 and 2006 and when compared to the 

Wyong Shire. 

 

Housing NSW data supports this notion as it has projected housing need to 2011 and estimates that 

75.8% of housing need in Wyong will be for one or two bedroom dwellings stating there is a need for 

more one bedroom and smaller stock to meet local housing need in Wyong Shire.  
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4.4.2 What type of dwellings do we live in? 

 

The types of dwellings that are common to areas are important determinants in the role and 

function that the area plays in the housing market. A greater concentration of higher density 

dwellings is likely to attract more young adults and smaller households; while larger, detached or 

separate dwellings are more likely to have families and prospective families living in them, although 

this is not a mutually exclusive pattern. The residential built form often reflects market opportunities 

or planning policy, such as the building of denser forms of housing around public transport nodes or 

employment centres. 

 

The following data indicates dwelling structure within The Entrance - North Entrance area between 

2001 and 2006 and the Wyong Shire. 

 

 
 

 
 

The data demonstrates that between 2001 and 2006, there was a decrease in all forms of dwelling 

types including separate, medium density and caravans, cabin and houseboat but an increase solely 
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in high density housing. Accordingly, the data demonstrates the dynamic housing structure in The 

Entrance – North Entrance area due to the recent growth in high density dwellings in recent years.  

 

A notable feature of this data is the difference between The Entrance - North Entrance local area 

and the Wyong Shire regarding total occupied dwellings, as The Entrance - North Entrance area is a 

tourist destination, resulting in unoccupied dwellings outside of seasonal and holiday periods. This 

data may also reflect planning controls that has led to recent high density housing used during 

holiday periods being built within the area between 2001 and 2006. 

 

Analysis of the dwelling structure in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 compared to Wyong 

Shire shows that there is significantly less separate houses and more medium and higher density 

housing.   

 

 
 

The data appears to reflect there to be a strong correlation between increases in the middle age 

groups and small households in The Entrance – North Entrance area.   

    

4.4.3 How many people live in each household?  

 

The size of households in general follows the life-cycle of families. Households are usually small at 

the stage of relationship formation (early marriage), and then increase in size with the advent of 

children. They later reduce in size again as these children reach adulthood and leave home. 

However, household size can also be influenced by a lack, (or abundance) of affordable housing. 

Further, overseas migrants and indigenous persons often have a tradition of living with extended 

family members and/or other families. 
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Between 2001 and 2006, the most significant changes in household sizes were increase in 1 and 2 

person households and a decrease in 3 person households. This would appear to reflect the 

changing demographics and housing structure of the area in regards to the increase in middle age 

groups being couples and singles living in smaller households being high density housing.   

 

Analysis of the number of persons usually resident in a household in The Entrance - North Entrance 

area compared with Wyong Shire shows that there were a larger proportion of 1 and 2 person 

households, and a smaller proportion of larger households (those with 3 persons or more), reflecting 

the area’s level of high density housing.  
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This data clearly indicates that there would be a growing demand for one (1) and two (2) bedroom 

dwellings in The Entrance - North Entrance area. 

 

4.4.4 Are we owners, renters or buyers?  

 

Tenure data, to some extent, provide insights into the socio-economic status of an area as well as 

the role that the area plays in the housing market. For example, a high concentration of private 

renters may indicate an area attractive to specific housing markets such as young singles and 

couples, while a concentration of home owners indicates a more settled less transitory area, with 

mature families and empty-nester household types. Tenure can also reflect built form, with a 

significantly higher share of renters in high density housing and a substantially larger proportion of 

home-owners in separate houses, although this is not a mutually exclusive pattern. 
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Between 2001 and 2006, there was a significant decrease in the number of properties owned in The 

Entrance - North Entrance area, a steady increase in the number of properties being purchased and 

a considerable increase in the number of properties being rented. 

 

Analysis of the housing tenure of the population of The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 

compared to Wyong Shire shows that there was a smaller proportion of households who owned 

their dwelling; a much smaller proportion purchasing their dwelling; and a significantly larger 

proportion who were renters.  

 
 

This data would indicate that The Entrance-North Entrance is an area attractive to specific housing 

markets such as young singles and couples, and reflects the built form, with a significantly higher 

share of renters in high density housing. The data may also indicate that compared to the rest of 

Wyong, residents of The Entrance-North Entrance may be experiencing some stress trying to afford 

to purchase and own a property.  
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4.5 Education, employment and labour force 
 

4.5.1 What are our qualifications? (Highest education qualification achieved) 

 

Educational qualifications are one of the most important indicators of socio-economic status. With 

other data sources, such as income and occupation, educational qualifications will possibly assist in 

evaluating the economic opportunities and socio-economic status of an area.  

 

Level of educational qualifications in a population relate to a number of factors including: 

 the age of the population (e.g. older people tend to have more vocational qualifications, 

while people in their twenties and thirties are more likely to have a university degree);  

 the professional or working ambitions of people (to seek education as youth or retraining as 

adults); 

 the opportunities afforded to people to continue studying beyond compulsory schooling. 
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Between 2001 and 2006, there were increases in every type of qualification achieved in The 

Entrance – North Entrance area, with persons with no qualifications decreasing significantly by 

nearly 10%. This would appear to indicate residents may have increased ambition and/or there is 

improved opportunities for education qualification.    

 

Analysis of the qualifications of the population in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 

compared to Wyong Shire shows a very similar proportion of people holding formal qualifications 

and a similar proportion of people with no formal qualifications.  

 

 
 

4.5.2 What is the highest secondary school year completed? (Highest level of schooling 

completed) 

 

The year of schooling data is another useful indicator of socio-economic status of an area. Combined 

with educational qualifications it also allows assessment of the skill base of the population.  

 

The reasons for differences in year of schooling completed across areas are linked to a number of 

factors including: 

 the age of the population, as over time there has been a greater emphasis on acquiring 

higher education in order to find employment; 

 the working and social aspirations of the population; and  

 a lack of access to further education opportunities due to financial constraints or distance to 

schools. 
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Analysis of the highest level of schooling attained by the population in The Entrance - North Entrance 

area in 2006 compared to Wyong Shire shows similar results - there was a smaller proportion of 

people who had left school at an early level (Year 10 or less) as well as a smaller proportion of 

people who completed Year 12 or equivalent. Overall, 53.4% of the population left school at Year 10 

or below, and 24.0% went on to complete Year 12 or equivalent, compared with 56.2% and 26.4% 

respectively for Wyong Shire. 

 

This may indicate that The Entrance - North Entrance area has a slightly lower ability to access higher 

level of schooling compared to the Wyong Shire, however it is noted that there was a larger ‘Not 

Stated’ proportion which may have reduced the proportion of persons attending Year 10 and higher.    

 

4.5.3 Employment Status 

 

The employment status of the population is an important indicator of the socio-economic status of 

an area. It represents the share of the population that is employed full-time, part-time or 

unemployed, as well as changes over time in the labour force. 
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Between 2001 and 2006, the employment rate in The Entrance - North Entrance area has increased 

and the number of people in the labour force increased, reflecting that the area is growing the most 

in the middle age groups and would consist of people that are entering or in the work force.   

 

The employment status of the population in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 compared 

to Wyong Shire shows that there was a smaller proportion in employment, and a larger proportion 

unemployed. This would appear to indicate that The Entrance - North Entrance area has slightly less 

employment opportunities than the Wyong Shire as a whole and may be attributed to the fewer 

public transport options and greater distance from Sydney and Newcastle and the F3 Freeway 

compared to other locations in Wyong. 

 

Analysis of the labour force participation rate of the population in The Entrance - North Entrance 

area in 2006 shows that there was a smaller proportion in the labour force (43.1%) compared with 

Wyong Shire (53.3%). These results is likely to be reflective of the age structure of The Entrance - 

North Entrance area having a higher proportion of people over 50 that are not in the labour force.   
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4.5.4 Occupations 

 

This data identifies the occupations in which the residents of an area work (this may be within the 

residing area or elsewhere). The occupational structure of the work force is an important indicator 

of the characteristics of the labour force. With other indicators, such as income, occupation is a key 

component of evaluating the socio-economic status and skill base of an area of an area. 
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An analysis of the occupations held by the resident population in The Entrance - North Entrance area 

in 2006 shows the three most popular occupations were: 

 Technicians and Trades Workers 

 Labourers  

 Professionals  

 

The major differences between the occupations of the population of The Entrance - North Entrance 

area and Wyong Shire were 

 A larger percentage persons employed as labourers; 

 A larger percentage persons employed as managers; 

 A smaller percentage persons employed as clerical and administrative workers; 

 A smaller percentage persons employed as technicians and trades workers (15.4% compared 

to 17.1%). 

  

This data would appear to indicate that there is a range of occupations of the population of The 

Entrance - North Entrance area. The larger percentage of persons employed as labourers may be a 

result of the recent development that has occurred within The Entrance - North Entrance area.  

 

4.6 Income 
 

4.6.1 Individual Income  

 

Individual income is an indicator of socio-economic status. With other data sources, such as 

Household Income, Educational Qualifications and Occupation, it helps to evaluate the economic 

opportunities and socio-economic status of an area, which has been undertaken below in 
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comparison to the Wyong Shire. The amount of income an individual receives is linked to a number 

of factors including the person’s: 

 employment status; 

 age (as for instance students and retirees often receive a lower income);  

 qualifications; and  

 the type of employment undertaken by the person. 

 

 

 

 

Individual income levels in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 compared to Wyong Shire 

shows that there was generally a larger proportion of persons earning a lower income (those earning 

$600 per week or less) as well as a smaller proportion earning a higher income (those earning $600 

per week or less). 
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This may be attributed to The Entrance - North Entrance area having a higher unemployment rate, a 

larger proportion of older people or retirees that may be on a lower income and are slightly less 

qualified than the rest of Wyong.   

 

4.6.2 Household Income 

 

Household income is also one of the most important indicators to help evaluate the economic 

opportunities and socio-economic status of an area. With other data sources, such as Educational 

Qualifications and Occupation, it helps to evaluate the economic opportunities and socio-economic 

status of an area. The amount of income a household generates is linked to a number of factors: 

 the number of workers in the household;  

 the percentage of people unemployed or on other income support benefits; and 

 the type of employment undertaken by the household members. 

 

 
 

The data shows generally a larger proportion of households earning a lower weekly household 

income as well as a smaller proportion earning a higher weekly household income which again is 

likely to be attributed to The Entrance - North Entrance area having a higher unemployment rate, a 

larger proportion of older people or retirees that may be on a lower income and the larger 

proportion of smaller households and a smaller proportion of larger households. 
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Household income can also be viewed using the income quartile method, which has been adopted 

as the most objective method of comparing change in the income profile of a community over time, 

by providing data in 2001 and 2006.   

 

 

 

Between 2001 and 2006 for The Entrance – North Entrance area, there was a decrease in the lowest 

household income group however an increase in the medium and highest household income groups, 

that would appear to indicate that the local area is growing in economic opportunity and in 

improving socio-economically.  

 

Analysis of the distribution of households by income quartile in The Entrance - North Entrance area 

compared to Wyong Shire shows that there was smaller proportion of households in the highest 

income quartile, but a larger proportion in the lowest income quartile, reflecting the comparisons in 

the weekly household income data.  

 



35-41 WILFRED BARRETT DRIVE, THE ENTRANCE NORTH JANUARY 2012 

 

Creative Planning Solutions Pty Limited |Social Impact Assessment 36 

 

 

 

4.6.3 How much do we pay on our housing loan? 

 

The amount that residents pay on housing loan is a significant consideration to gain an 

understanding of the existing demographic profile of a community. 

  

Monthly housing loan repayments is indicative of the residential role and function of an area and is 

directly related to the value of residential property in an area. When viewed with household income 

data it may also be indicative of the level of ‘housing stress’ households in the community are under. 

In ‘mortgage belt’ areas it is expected that households will be paying a higher proportion of their 

income on their housing compared to well-established areas. To enable a comparison of monthly 

housing loan repayments in an area over time, housing loan quartiles have been calculated and 

presented in the 'Housing loan quartiles tab'. 
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Analysis of the monthly housing loan repayments of households in The Entrance - North Entrance 

area compared to Wyong Shire in 2006 shows a mixture of results: 

 a smaller proportion of households with very low mortgage repayments ($1 to $399), 

 a larger proportion of households paying low mortgage repayments ($550 - $949), 

 a smaller proportion of households within the middle bracket for mortgage repayments 

($950 to $1,999), 

 a larger proportion of households paying high mortgage repayments ($2,000 per month or 

more). 

 

The loan payment quartile data below, seen as the most objective method of comparing change in 

the cost of housing of a community over time, however, indicates that compared to the rest of the 

Wyong Shire in 2006, The Entrance – North Entrance area may be experiencing ‘housing stress’ as 

there is a smaller proportion of households within the lowest and medium lowest groups and a 

larger proportion of households within the medium highest and highest groups.  
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The loan payment quartile data also shows change in the cost of housing of a community over time. 

Between 2001 and 2006, the most increased housing loan payment group was the highest group, 

again indicating that residents of The Entrance – North Entrance area may be increasingly 

experiencing ‘housing stress’.    

 

 
 

Housing NSW data indicates at June 2007, the proportion of dwellings affordable for purchase to 

households at the 40th percentile of median income was 1.8% in the Wyong Shire (compared to the 

average across the GMR of 2.2%). This is much lower than the 30.1 % affordable purchase in Wyong 

at December 2001.  Clearly it is now extremely difficult for lower income households to purchase 

housing in Wyong and this is likely to account for The Entrance – North Entrance area as well.  

 

From the 2006 Census, Housing NSW has calculated that the proportion of low and moderate 

income households in Wyong who are purchasing and are in housing stress is 56%.  This is a massive 



35-41 WILFRED BARRETT DRIVE, THE ENTRANCE NORTH JANUARY 2012 

 

Creative Planning Solutions Pty Limited |Social Impact Assessment 39 

 

increase of 19.9% from the 2001 Census. While it is lower than the average of 61% for the Greater 

Metropolitan Region (GMR), the proportion in stress in Wyong is increasing at a slightly faster rate 

than that for the GMR.  There are only five local government areas in the GMR with more low and 

moderate income purchasers in stress than in Wyong (Blacktown, Liverpool, Fairfield, Penrith and 

Bankstown). In comparison, the proportion of low and moderate income households purchasing and 

in stress in Lake Macquarie is 46% and Newcastle 45%.   

 

The median sales price for all dwellings (houses and units) in Wyong increased by a significant 59.6% 

from $188,000 to $345,000 between March 2001 and September 2007.  However this includes a 

3.8% decline in median purchase price over the last 12 months. This was a common trend in the 

GMR over this period. In comparison, over the same period, the median sale price in Gosford 

increased by 50.8% from $240,000 to $362,000, with a 7.2% decline in median sale price over the 

last 12 months.  

 

Accordingly, the latest ABS and Housing NSW data indicates that The Entrance – North Entrance area 

may be experiencing ‘housing stress’ at an increasing rate, and it appears now extremely difficult for 

lower income households to purchase housing in The Entrance – North Entrance area due to 

significant house price increases.  

 

4.6.4 How much do we pay on our housing rental? 

 

The amount that residents pay on the weekly housing rentals is also a very important consideration 

to gain an understanding of the existing demographic profile of a community. This data again is 

indicative of the residential role and function of an area and is directly related to the value of 

residential property of an area and when viewed with household income data it may also be 

indicative of the level of ‘housing stress’ households in the community are experiencing. To enable a 

comparison of weekly housing rental repayments in an area over time, housing rental quartiles have 

been calculated and presented in the 'Housing rental quartiles tab'. 
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Analysis of the weekly housing rental payments of households in The Entrance - North Entrance area 

compared to Wyong Shire shows a mixture of results across the weekly price brackets. Analysis of 

the distribution of households by rental payment quartiles in The Entrance - North Entrance area 

compared to Wyong Shire also shows generally similar results, with a larger proportion in the lowest 

payment quartile, a smaller proportion in the medium lowest and medium highest quartile and a 

slightly higher proportion in the highest group.  
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The most significant change in The Entrance - North Entrance area between 2001 and 2006 was in 

the medium highest quartile which showed an increase of 60 households. 

 

 
 

This data would appear to indicate that between 2001 and 2006, housing stress may be increasing 

for The Entrance – North Entrance area as the medium highest quartile showed the most significant 

increase compared to other quartiles.  

 

This is supported by Housing NSW data that also provides an analysis of the rental market for the 

Wyong Shire. Between September 2002 and December 2007, median rents in Wyong for one 

bedroom dwellings increased by 25% from $120 to $150 (with a 7.1% increase just in the last 12 

months); median rents for two bedroom dwellings increased by 27.3% from $165 to $210 (with a 

7.7% increase in the last 12 months); median rents for three bedroom dwellings increased by 25.0% 

from $200 to $250 (with a 4.2% increase in the last 12 months); median rents for four or more 

bedroom dwellings increased by 30.6% from $245 to $320 (with a 10.3% increase in the last 12 

months).   

 

CPS has also considered Housing NSW data for the Wyong Shire as a whole that may be relevant to 

The Entrance – North Entrance area.  

 

The data has calculated what proportion of people on low incomes in the private rental market and 

in receipt of Commonwealth Rent Assistance are paying more than 30% of their income as an 

indicator of housing stress. Wyong has a significant number of private renters in receipt of 

Commonwealth Rent Assistance (CRA) and in housing stress and states that there are only four local 

government areas in NSW with more CRA recipients in housing stress (Sydney, Newcastle, Fairfield 

and Blacktown). Of all those receiving CRA in Wyong, 35% are in housing stress.  
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The data also demonstrates that single person households form by far the largest number of 

households in housing stress in Wyong, comprising 57% of all those in stress, followed by single 

parents (28.5%).  

 

The data indicates that the private rental market in Wyong is not catering adequately for the needs 

of lower income households in the private rental market and particularly small (single person) 

households. This may be impacting on older renters as well, (with 15.4% in receipt of the Aged 

Pension) at a time when it is important for them to remain close to social and support networks, as 

well as a range of services. 

 

Some of these people may be residents within The Entrance-North Entrance area as the previous 

data has shown there is a much larger proportion of older persons, single person and single parent 

households within The Entrance-North Entrance area compared to the Wyong Shire.  

 

The data also makes available that from the 2006 Census, 56% of all low and moderate income 

households renting in the private rental market in Wyong are in housing stress.  There are only five 

local government areas with more low and moderate income renters in housing stress in the GMR 

(Sydney, Blacktown, Canterbury, Newcastle and Wollongong, with an equal number in Randwick).  

This represents an increase of almost a thousand low and moderate income households renting and 

in stress from the 2001 Census and is exactly on the average of 56% across the GMR.   

 

This may be relevant to The Entrance – North Entrance area as there was generally a larger 

proportion of persons earning a lower individual income and a larger proportion in the lowest 

weekly household income quartile.  

 

Housing NSW data also provides that at the 2001 Census, 7.0% of dwellings in the private rental 

market in Wyong had one bedroom (compared with 8.6%% in Gosford) and 31.2% had two 

bedrooms, giving a total of 38.2% with one or two bedrooms. Wyong had 61.4% of private rental 

stock as three (or larger) bedroom dwellings.  Housing NSW has projected housing need to 2011 and 

estimates that 75.8% of housing need in Wyong will be for one or two bedroom dwellings.  There is a 

need for more one bedroom and smaller stock to meet local housing need in Wyong. 
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4.7 Transport 
 

4.7.1 How many cars do we own?  

 

The ability of the population to source services and employment is strongly influenced by access to 

transport. The number of motor vehicles per household quantifies access to private transport. There 

are three major reasons for a different share of motor vehicles per household:  

 the age structure of the population and household type, which influences the size of the 

household and the number of adults present;  

 access to public transport; and  

 household income, which can influence the amount of money available to purchase motor 

vehicles. 

 

 
 

Between 2001 and 2006, the largest changes in the household car ownership in The Entrance - North 

Entrance area was with those who owned: 

 No vehicles (-60 households). 

 2 vehicles (+59 households), and; 
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The data would appear to reflect the increase in the 18-49 age groups, possible improvements 

regarding access to public transport, and, increases in the medium and highest household income 

groups. 

 

 
 

Analysis of the car ownership of the households in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 

compared to Wyong Shire shows that there is a larger percentage of households with no vehicles, a 

larger proportion who owned just one car but a smaller proportion who owned two and three cars 

or more.  

 

The data clearly indicates that residents of The Entrance - North Entrance area have a lower level of 

car ownership than the rest of Wyong, meaning that the demand for car parking would be less 

significant in The Entrance - North Entrance area. 

 

4.7.2 How do residents get to work?  

 

This data reveals the main modes of transport used by residents to get to work. There are a number 

of reasons why people use different modes of transport to get to work including: 

 the availability of affordable and effective public transport options;  

 the number of motor vehicles available within a household; and  

 the travel distance to work, which for example, can allow people to walk or bicycle to their 

place of employment. 
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In 2006, the data indicates that the majority of residents The Entrance - North Entrance area travel 

to work by driving themselves and this has been the largest change in the method of travel to work 

between 2001 and 2006 whilst all forms of public transport reduced.  

 

Analysis of the method of travel to work of the residents in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 

2006 compared to Wyong Shire shows that: 

 less people used the train but more people used a bus. This is reflective of The Entrance - 

North Entrance area being located away from a train station; 

 less people used cars either as a drive or a passenger and is likely to reflect the older age 

structure of local population; 

 more people walked to work – this is likely a result of a number of services and facilities 

located close-by within the local area;   

 more people worked from home; 
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 more people did not work which is again likely to be an indicator of the older age structure 

of the area. 

 

 
 

This data indicates that the residents of The Entrance - North Entrance area use the available public 

transport option (bus service) more than residents in the rest of Wyong and rely less upon private 

vehicles.  

 

4.8 Index of Disadvantage  
 

The Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage is derived from attributes such as low income, 

low educational attainment, high unemployment, jobs in relatively unskilled occupations and 

variables that reflect disadvantage rather than measure specific aspects of disadvantage (e.g., 

Indigenous and Separated/Divorced). 

 

High scores on the Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage occur when the area has few 

families of low income and few people with little training and in unskilled occupations. Low scores 

on the index occur when the area has many low income families and people with little training and 

in unskilled occupations. It is important to understand that a high score here reflects lack of 

disadvantage rather than high advantage, a subtly different concept. 

 

To maintain consistency with the other indexes, the higher an area’s index value for the Index of 

Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage, the less disadvantaged that area is compared with other 

areas. For example, an area that has a Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage Index value of 1200 is 

less disadvantaged than an area with an index value of 900. 
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This data indicates that the Wyong LGA is the 8th most Socio-Economic Disadvantaged LGA in the 

Sydney Statistical Division. The next table indicates The Entrance - North Entrance local area is 2nd 

on the list of the various local areas located within the Wyong Shire, indicating that The Entrance - 

North Entrance residents are significantly disadvantaged and would be experiencing housing stress.    
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4.9 Key Conclusions  
 

The Entrance - North Entrance local area demographic data indicates the following key points, 

including: 
 

1. The population of The Entrance – North Entrance local area has only increased at a minor 

rate between 2001 and 2006 (77 persons). However, The Entrance Social Planning District is 

the third highest SPD in terms of population growth within the Wyong LGA, higher than the 

average growth rate of the Wyong Shire, indicating strong growth in the next 20 years, 

particularly the next 6 years. 

2. The forecast age structure of the future population shows that the most populous forecast 

age group will continue to be 35 to 49 year olds however there is an increasingly ageing 

population.   

3. Forecast migration data identifies that The Entrance SPD would see the attraction of two 

distinct markets, being mainly large numbers of early retirees/retirees (55-65 years). This 
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would indefinitely have implications for housing demand in the area, being mainly one and 

two bedroom dwellings.  

4. The forecast household type of the future population shows that the dominant household 

type will continue to be lone person households from 2006 to 2031 and at an increasing 

rate, followed by couples without dependents and then one parent families.  

5. The Entrance – North Entrance local area is growing the most in the middle age groups (25-

49 years). When compared to the Wyong Shire, The Entrance – North Entrance local 

population has a smaller proportion of people in the younger age groups but a larger 

proportion of people in the older age groups.   

6. The data reveals that there would be an increasing demand for one and two-bedroom 

dwellings in The Entrance - North Entrance area based on the changes in family types and 

household types within The Entrance - North Entrance area between 2001 and 2006 and 

when compared to the Wyong Shire. 

7. There has been a decrease in all forms of dwelling types including separate, medium density 

and caravans, cabin and houseboat but an increase solely in high density housing. 

Accordingly, the data demonstrates the dynamic housing structure in The Entrance – North 

Entrance area due to the recent growth in high density dwellings in recent years and that 

there is significantly less separate houses and more medium and higher density housing.   

8. This is reflected with changes in household sizes including some increase in 1 and 2 person 

households and a decrease in 3 person households and compared with Wyong Shire shows 

there is a larger proportion of 1 person households, and a smaller proportion of larger 

households (those with 3 persons or more), further reflecting the area’s level of high density 

housing. 

9. The Entrance-North Entrance has a significantly higher share of renters in high density 

housing. Compared to the rest of Wyong, residents of The Entrance-North Entrance may be 

experiencing some stress trying to afford to purchase and own a property as there was a 

significant decrease in the number of properties owned and a steady increase in the number 

of properties being purchased. 

10. Between 2001 and 2006, there were increases in every type of qualification achieved in The 

Entrance – North Entrance area, with persons with no qualifications decreasing significantly 

by nearly 10%. This would appear to indicate residents may have increased ambition and/or 

there are improved opportunities for education qualification. Analysis of the qualifications of 

the population in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 compared to Wyong Shire 

shows a very similar proportion of people holding formal qualifications and a similar 

proportion of people with no formal qualifications.  

11. The level of schooling attained by the population in The Entrance - North Entrance area 

compared to Wyong Shire is similar, although the data may indicate that residents of The 

Entrance - North Entrance area have a slightly lower ability to access higher level of 

schooling compared to the Wyong Shire.  
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12. Between 2001 and 2006, the employment rate in The Entrance - North Entrance area has 

increased and the number of people in the labour force increased, reflecting that the area is 

growing the most in the middle age groups and would consist of people that are entering or 

in the work force.  The employment status of the population in The Entrance - North 

Entrance area in 2006 compared to Wyong Shire shows that there was a smaller proportion 

in employment, and a larger proportion unemployed. Also, there is a smaller proportion in 

the labour force, likely to be reflective of the age structure of The Entrance - North Entrance 

area having a higher proportion of older people.   

13. This data would appear to indicate that there is a range of occupations of the population of 

The Entrance - North Entrance area. 

14. Individual income levels in The Entrance - North Entrance area in 2006 compared to Wyong 

Shire shows that there was generally a larger proportion of persons earning a lower income 

(those earning $600 per week or less) as well as a smaller proportion earning a higher 

income (those earning $600 per week or less). This is likely to be attributed to The Entrance - 

North Entrance area having a higher unemployment rate, a larger proportion of older people 

or retirees that may be on a lower income and are slightly less qualified than the rest of 

Wyong.   

15. Household income between 2001 and 2006 for The Entrance – North Entrance area, there 

was a decrease in the lowest household income group however an increase in the medium 

and highest household income groups, that would appear to indicate that the local area is 

growing in economic opportunity and in improving socio-economically. When compared to 

the Wyong Shire, however, there is a larger proportion of households earning a lower 

weekly household income and a smaller proportion earning a higher weekly household 

income which is likely to be attributed to a higher unemployment rate, a larger proportion of 

older people or retirees that may be on a lower income and the larger proportion of smaller 

households and a smaller proportion of larger households. This is backed up by income 

quartile data.  

16. Analysis of the monthly housing loan repayments of households in The Entrance - North 

Entrance area compared to Wyong Shire in 2006 shows a mixture of results across the 

repayment categories.  

17. Compared to the rest of the Wyong Shire in 2006, The Entrance – North Entrance area may 

be experiencing ‘housing stress’ as there is a smaller proportion of households within the 

lowest and medium lowest groups and a larger proportion of households within the medium 

highest and highest groups. The data also shows between 2001 and 2006, the most 

increased housing loan payment group was the highest group, again indicating that residents 

of The Entrance – North Entrance area may be increasingly experiencing ‘housing stress’, 
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and it appears now extremely difficult for lower income households to purchase housing in 

The Entrance – North Entrance area due to significant house price increases. 

18. Analysis of the weekly housing rental payments of households in The Entrance - North 

Entrance area compared to Wyong Shire shows a mixture of results across the weekly price 

brackets. Analysis of the distribution of households by rental payment quartiles in The 

Entrance - North Entrance area compared to Wyong Shire also shows generally similar 

results. Between 2001 and 2006, housing stress may be increasing for The Entrance – North 

Entrance area as the medium highest quartile showed the most significant increase 

compared to other quartiles. Housing NSW data supports this notion and considers that the 

private rental market in Wyong is not catering adequately for the needs of lower income 

households in the private rental market and particularly small (single person) households, 

which is likely to be felt by residents of The Entrance - North Entrance.  

19. Residents of The Entrance - North Entrance area have a lower level of car ownership than 

the rest of Wyong, meaning that the demand for car parking would be less significant in The 

Entrance - North Entrance area. 

20. The majority of residents The Entrance - North Entrance area travel to work by driving 

themselves and this has been the largest change in the method of travel to work between 

2001 and 2006 whilst all forms of public transport reduced. Compared to Wyong Shire, This 

data indicates that the residents of The Entrance - North Entrance area use the available 

public transport option (bus service) more than residents in the rest of Wyong and rely less 

upon private vehicles.  

21. Wyong LGA is the 8th most Socio-Economic Disadvantaged LGA in the Sydney Statistical 

Division and The Entrance - North Entrance area is 2nd on the list of the various local areas 

located within the Wyong Shire, indicating that The Entrance - North Entrance residents are 

significantly disadvantaged and would be experiencing housing stress.    
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5.0 Stakeholders 

The locality surrounding the subject site is predominantly an established residential area and the 

demographic data has shown that the population and dwelling stock have been relatively stable with 

minor increases over the past census years. 

 

Based on the demographic data provided in Section 4, location of the subject site and type of 

proposed development, a profile of the key stakeholders affected by the proposal have been 

identified by CPS in conjunction with Wyong Shire Council’s Senior Social Planners and have been 

identified as the following:  

 

§ Adjoining Residents (see diagram below) 

§ Local Residents (see diagram below) 

§ Intended Residents of Proposed 

Development  

§ The Entrance Peninsula Community Precinct 

 

§ Watch Committee for Enviro Care (Inc) 

§ North Entrance Progress Association 

§ NSW Police - Tuggerah Lakes Local Area Command 

§ Horizons Central Coast Family Services 

§ Local Businesses at The Entrance Town Centre 

 

 

 

Figure 5 – Adjoining and Local Resident Stakeholders subject to community consultation letter for SIA 
Source: http://maps.google.com.au 
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6.0 Community Consultation 

In liaison with Wyong Shire Council’s Senior Social Planner, a community consultation letter was 

prepared for distribution to local residents in The Entrance North that will be impacted upon by the 

proposed development. 

 

The draft consultation letter prepared by CPS was provided to Council’s Senior Social Planner for 

comment and amendments which were made before issuing the final community consultation letter 

(refer Appendix X). 

 

It is also noted that the key stakeholders identified for distribution of the community consultation 

letter were provided to Council’s Senior Social Planner for which additional stakeholders were 

identified and added to the community consultation list. 

 

The community consultation letter dated was hand delivered to mailboxes, identified in Figure X 

above, on 8 December 2011. As approved by Council’s Senior Social Planner, the consultation letter 

gave recipients’ fourteen (14) in which to respond to with comments via telephone, email, or in 

writing to CPS. CPS received a request to extend the consultation period by a further sixteen (16) 

days until 6 January 2012 from the Chairperson of TEPCPC on 14 December 2011. This request was 

supported by Council’s Senior Social Planner and agreed to an extension by the applicant.  

 

CPS continued to take into consideration all submissions received up to and including Friday 13 

January 2012 so as to factor in postage time for those residents who may have posted letters on 

Friday 6 January 2012. 

 

At 3pm on Wednesday 22 December 2011 CPS also conducted a site visit and attended a community 

consultation meeting organised by the Chairperson of The Entrance Peninsula Community Precinct 

Committee at 5 Terilbah Place, The Entrance North as part of the community consultation process. 

 

The aim of the community consultation meeting was to provide local residents attending the 

meeting with some background in relation to the project, and in particular information in relation to 

the preparation of the social impact assessment. CPS encouraged local residents at the meeting to 

voice their social concerns and objections in relation to the project with CPS. 
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8.1 Response from community consultation letter 
 

The following table is a summary of the written and emailed responses received from stakeholders 

during the consultation period: 

 

Date Address Social Issues 

19/12/2011 Mary and Kim Holding 

5 Wyuna Avenue, 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value. 

19/12/2011 Stephen and Fiona Johnson 

2 Wilfred Barrett Drive, 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value. 

19/12/2011 A. Zammit 

44 Curtis Parade, 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value. 

18/12/2011 Margaret and Alan O’Leary 

4 Wyuna Avenue 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 
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- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

19/12/2011 Michael Cross 

36 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value. 

18/12/2011 Kelvin Huitt 

3 Wyuna Avenue 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

18/12/2011 Chantel and Paul Chadwick 

18 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

18/12/2011 H.R. Finlay 

20 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 
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- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

18/12/2011 Malcolm and Jane McPhan 

8 Wilfred Barrett Drive 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

19/12/2011 Brian and Joy Evans 

Wyuna Avenue 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 

due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents. 

17/12/2011 Robert McLachlan 

2 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

28/12/2011 Elaine Lee 

19 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

A. and E. Lee 

19 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 
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The Entrance Revitalisation Plans. 

17/12/2011 Robert W Henry 

7 Wyuna Avenue 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development. 

17/12/2011 J. M. Whitton 

17 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

- Traffic congestion due to insufficient car parking 

provision; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 

due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents. 

Undated Petition: 

 

Terry Steer 

28 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

Paula Allan 

26 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

Ellis Williams 

12 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

Ann Finlay 

20 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

R. Pripsvilolis 

24 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

L and R Moissa 

37 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Overdevelopment of the lakefront and impacts on 

local ecosystem 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 
due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development. 

04/01/2011 Chairperson 

The Entrance Peninsula 

Community Precinct 

Committee 

 

Supported by a petition of 107 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- 2006 Census does not accurately reflect current 

community profile; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 

due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents; 
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signatures representing 72 

properties. 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts 

on natural environment; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists. 

09/01/2011 Kevin Armstrong 

Address not specified 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 

due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents; 

- Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans. 

11/12/2011 Brian and Susan Trimmer 

4 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts 

on natural environment; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to 

lakefront and privacy/security issues; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area. 

19/12/2011 Janice Wilkinson 

 21 Terilbah Place 

 The Entrance North NSW 

2261 

 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts 

on natural environment; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 
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- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 

due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents. 

19/12/2011 R.S. Moran 

41 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Impacts of the natural environment on the 

development. 

20/12/2011 Neil Wilkinson 

21 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts 

on natural environment and existing infrastructure; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction 

due to strong opposition to the development by 

existing residents. 

20/12/2011 G & L Waller 

7 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts 

on natural environment; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

21/12/2011 Watch Committee for Enviro 

Care (Inc) 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding 

area; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to 

lakefront and privacy/security issues. 

21/12/2011 Robert and Margaret Jumeau 

10 Terilbah Place 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 
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The Entrance North NSW 2261 - Affordable housing development incompatible with 

The Entrance Revitalisation Plans; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-

economic status; 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts 

on natural environment; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety. 

21/12/2011 David Wareing 

Address not specified 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Existing transport service is inadequate; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists. 

05/01/2012 Gulsen Fedrigo 

2B Wilfred Barrett,  

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- The development will lead to transformation of the 

locality that is not supported by local residents; 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased 

anti-social behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- Safety concerns with additional development along 

highway for current residents, visitors and motorists; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity 

to services and facilities needed by the residents of 

affordable rental housing development; 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to 

lakefront and privacy/security issues. 

 

 

8.2 Community consultation meeting 
 

The following table is a summary of these key social concerns and objections raised by those 

attendees who wished to make comment:  

 

Address Social Issues 

Alan O’Leary 

4 Wyuna Avenue 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding area; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased anti-social 

behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

 

Rob 

Local Resident 

2 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to lakefront and 

privacy/security issues; 

- Traffic congestion due to insufficient car parking provision; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding area; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased anti-social 

behaviour and lower resident safety; 
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- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

Fiona Johnson 

2 Wilfred Barrett Drive 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Concentration of social housing developments; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased anti-social 

behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to lakefront and 

privacy/security issues; 

- Traffic congestion due to insufficient car parking provision; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction due to strong 

opposition to the development by existing residents. 

Don Hardy 

6 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Safety concerns with additional development along highway for 

current residents, visitors and motorists; 

Tony Scott 

5 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased anti-social 

behaviour and lower resident safety; 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to lakefront and 

privacy/security issues; 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts on natural 

environment; 

Vivienne Scott 

Chairperson TEPCPC and Local 

Resident at: 

5 Terilbah Place 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

 

 

- Overdevelopment of the site and associated impacts on natural 

environment; 

- Will lead to a drop in property value; 

- Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction due to strong 

opposition to the development by existing residents; 

- Location of the development is not in close proximity to services 

and facilities needed by the residents of affordable rental housing 

development; 

- Concern that the development will lead to increased anti-social 

behaviour and lower resident safety. 

- Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

- Incompatible with the character of the surrounding area; 

- Conflict over public open space areas, access to lakefront and 

privacy/security issues; 

- Increased concentration of people of low socio-economic status; 

- The development will lead to transformation of the locality that is 

not supported by local residents; 

Ron Moran  

41 Curtis Parade 

The Entrance North NSW 2261 

- The development will lead to transformation of the locality that is 

not supported by local residents; 



35-41 WILFRED BARRETT DRIVE, THE ENTRANCE NORTH JANUARY 2012 

 

Creative Planning Solutions Pty Limited |Social Impact Assessment 87 

 

8.3 Identification of Social Impacts and Changes 

 

The key impacts social impacts identified by the community as part of the consultation process have 

been summarised below: 

 

1. Increased concentration of people of low socio-economic status; 

2. Potential to exacerbate unemployment levels; 

3. Concentration of social housing developments; 

4. Affordable housing development incompatible with The Entrance revitalisation plans; 

5. Safety concerns with additional development along highway for current residents, visitors 

and motorists; 

6. The development will lead to transformation of the locality that is not supported by local 

residents; 

7. Concern that the development will lead to increased anti-social behaviour and lower 

resident safety; 

8. Will lead to a drop in property value; 

9. Location of the development is not in close proximity to services and facilities needed by the 

residents of affordable rental housing development; 

10. Safety concerns with additional development along highway for current residents, visitors 

and motorists; 

11. Incompatible with the character of the surrounding area; 

12. Negative impacts on social cohesion and interaction due to strong opposition to the 

development by existing residents. 

13. Existing transport service is inadequate; 

14. Traffic congestion due to insufficient car parking provision; 

15. Overdevelopment of the lakefront and impacts on local ecosystem 

16. Conflict over public open space areas, access to lakefront and privacy/security issues. 
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7.0 Potential Social Impacts/Changes 

Given the above social impacts identified by the community as part of the consultation process in 

Section 8 of this report, the following social changes have been acknowledged as requiring 

consideration, assessment, and determination as to whether strategies to monitor and manage 

positive and negative impacts are required, or mitigation measures to reduce negative impacts and 

enhance positive impacts is required. 

 

1. Is proposed development incompatible with the character of the surrounding area? 

2. Will the proposed development lead to a drop in property value? 

3. Will the proposal be likely to give rise to a significant increase in the number of people in the 

area? 

4. Will the proposal disadvantage or benefit any particular social group? 

5. Will the proposal be likely to affect an increase or decrease in employment opportunities in 

the locality? 

6. Will the proposal increase traffic or impact on parking in the area? 

7. Will the proposal have a significant impact on existing housing stock in the locality, 

particularly low rental housing? 

8. Will the proposal impact upon existing community facilities or services in the locality and 

require an increase in community facilities or services? 

9. Is the proposal likely to give rise to increased conflict in the community or adversely impact 

upon community identity? 

10. Is the proposal likely to enhance or detract from the cultural life of the community? 

11. Will the proposal create areas of risk for residents or pedestrians within or adjacent to the 

proposal; 

12. Is the proposal likely to give rise to increased community concern regarding public safety? 

13. Will the proposal affect local cohesion, stability, or character? 

14. Will the proposal affect the local natural environment? 

15. Will the proposal affect local resident of worker health and well-being? 

16. Will the change affect future generations? 
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12.0 Draft Conclusion 

Throughout NSW there is a strong need for a range of affordable housing options amongst the 

community. This is reflected in figures which show that in February 2010 there were over 47,000 

people in NSW on waiting lists for suitable housing accommodation. 

Wyong has a significant number of private renters in receipt of Commonwealth Rent Assistance 

(CRA) and in housing stress.  In fact, there are only four local government areas in NSW with more 

CRA recipients in housing stress (Sydney, Newcastle, Fairfield and Blacktown). Of all those receiving 

CRA in Wyong, 35% are in housing stress.   

From the 2006 Census, 56% of all low and moderate income households renting in the private rental 

market in Wyong are in housing stress.   

This represents an increase of almost a thousand low and moderate income households renting and 

in stress from the 2001 Census and is exactly on the average of 56% across the Greater Metropolitan 

Region.   

Accordingly, there is an identified need to work toward minimising housing stress in the Wyong Shire 

local government area by retaining and expanding the provision of diverse housing forms. 

As a key stakeholder, the NSW Government has responded to this need by introducing the ARHSEPP 

on 31 July 2009 to increase supply and diversity of affordable rental housing in NSW.  

 

A key component of the ARHSEPP is provisions for ‘infill affordable rental housing’ developments. 

Infill affordable rental housing includes dual occupancy, multi-dwelling housing or residential flat 

building development. In the context of the ARHSEPP it relates to development that contains an 

minimum affordable rental housing component of 50% as provided for in Division 1 of the ARHSEPP. 

The proposed development is being undertaken pursuant to the provisions of the ARHSEPP 

(historical version for when DA-308/2011 was lodged), is permitted on the site pursuant to the 

ARHSEPP, and meets the design standards as prescribed by the ARHSEPP. 

 

This Social Impact Assessment has collated and reviewed a range of reports and investigations, 

reviewed the planning context, undertaken a demographic analysis, undertaken extensive 

community consultation and subsequently identified the key potential social impacts and changes 

that may be brought about by the proposed development. 

 

These issues have been thoroughly assessed and where potential concerns have been identified 

recommendations given on strategies to monitor and manage, if required, positive and negative 

impacts and/or mitigation measures to reduce negative impacts and enhance positive impacts. 

Accordingly, on balance, it is considered that the proposed development will have a net social 

benefit to identified stakeholders and the local community and as a result should be supported by 

Wyong Shire Council from a social planning point of view. 
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13.0 Appendices 

 

 


